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Crime Factors
1. Population density and degree of urbanization
2. Variations in composition of the population, particularly youth concentration
3. Stability of population with respect to residents’ mobility, commuting patterns, and 

transient factors
4. Modes of transportation and highway system
5. Economic conditions including median income, poverty level, and job availability
6. Cultural factors and educational, recreational and religious characteristics
7. Family conditions with respect to divorce and family cohesiveness
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7. Family conditions with respect to divorce and family cohesiveness
8. Climate
9. Effective strength of law enforcement agencies
10. Administrative and investigative emphases of law enforcement
11. Policies of other components of the criminal justice system (i.e., prosecutor, 

judicial, correctional, and probational)
12. Citizens’ attitudes toward crime
13. Crime reporting practices of the citizenry

SOURCE: United States Department of Justice



A Gathering Storm – Violent Crime 
in America (Source -PERF)

VIOLENT CRIME MILESTONES (NATIONAL)
• Alexandria (VA) Homicides doubled from 2004 to 2005
• Arlington (TX) 5-year high for aggravated assaults
• Boston (MA) 10-year high for homicides
• Cincinnati (OH) 20-year high for homicides
• Fairfax Co. (VA) 16-year high for homicides
• Kansas City (MO) 6-year high for homicides
• Nashville (TN) 7-year high for homicides
• Orlando (FL) All-time high for homicides
• Prince George’s Co. (MD) All-time high for homicides
• Richmond (CA) 10-year high for homicides
• Springfield (MA) Nearing a 10-year high for homicides
• Toronto (Canada) 10-year high for homicides
• Trenton (NJ) All-time high for homicides

POSSIBLE INFLUENCES OF THE GATHERING STORM
• a strained social service community, educational

system and criminal justice system,
particularly courts and corrections;

• decreased federal involvement in crime prevention
and community policing;

• Offenders re-entering the community who
commit new crimes;

• crime as well as other calls for service;
• high recidivism rates;
• Challenges with the educational system – to

include poor high school graduation rates;
• a strain on police resources to respond to violent
• a decrease in police department staffing levels;
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• Trenton (NJ) All-time high for homicides
• Virginia Beach (VA) 10-year high for robbery

• a decrease in police department staffing levels;
• an increase in robberies that involve shootings

(even when a victim complies);
• an increasing number of retaliatory shootings,

as well as shootings that stem from disagreements or feeling 
disrespected;

• crime becoming “a sport,” particularly with juveniles;
• the ready availability of guns;
• a focus on homeland security and away from local law enforcement 

issues;
• glamorization of violence and  the

“thug” pop culture; and
• the resurgence of drugs,

SOURCE: Police Executive Research Forum (2006) 
AVAILABLE: http://www.policeforum.org/singlenews.asp?item_ID=1633



Challenges Posed By Recidivists

• Escalating crimes are primarily burglary, 
entering auto, aggravated assault and 
robbery.

• Most property crime offenders are 
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• Most property crime offenders are 
recidivists; however, they seldom are 
incarcerated very long as part of their 
sentence. 



Current Conditions
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“Big Picture” Crime Trends

Murder
Rape
Robbery
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Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Burglary
Larceny-theft
Motor Vehicle Theft



Athens-Clarke County averages one 
violent crime every 20 hours.  

2007 Violent Crime Clock
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One Homicide every 52 days

One Forcible Rape every 8.3 days

One Robbery every 2.5 days

One Aggravated Assault every 1.6 
days



Crime Triangle
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2006 Clearance Rates
How does ACCPD compare to the rest of the Nation?
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Population Adjusted Part I Crime 1996 to 2007

Where have we come from?

Population Adjusted Part I Violent
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Standardized Score Against the National Average 
(lower the better)

By Morgan Quitno Studies (2007)
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Without intervention,
burglary incidents may
reach levels not seen

since 1996

Burglary 1996 to 2007
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Crime 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Murder 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Forcible Rape 8 0 2 3 3 0 5 5
Robbery 6 10 35 31 34 47 14 21
Aggravated Assault 29 34 15 30 34 28 31 22
Part I Violent Total 43 44 52 64 71 76 50 48

Burglary 26 53 82 96 101 119 96 177

Suspects with a known age between 1 and 17 by federal UCR classifications of sequence 1 offenses.  
Year is based on the year the incident was reported.  Unfounded incidents are excluded.

Juvenile Suspect Counts by Crime
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Burglary 26 53 82 96 101 119 96 177
Larceny-theft 350 384 389 379 390 329 312 389
Motor Vehicle Theft 19 21 34 31 44 24 41 29
Part I Property Total 395 458 505 506 535 472 449 595

Arson 1 6 2 4 6 1 9 5
Other Assaults 220 303 304 339 333 323 304 315
Drug Offenses 68 79 71 85 75 82 122 70
Other Part II 1,023 1,024 1,011 1,299 1,391 1,491 1,525 1,530
Part II Total 1,312 1,412 1,388 1,727 1,805 1,897 1,960 1,920

Total 1,750 1,914 1,945 2,297 2,411 2,445 2,459 2,563



Part I Violent Juvenile Suspects

Part I Property Juvenile Suspects
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2007 Juvenile vs. Adult Suspects

Crime Juveniles Adults
Murder 0% 100%
Forcible Rape 12% 87%
Robbery 12% 87%
Aggravated Assault 8% 91%
Part I Violent Total 10% 89%

Percentage of juvenile suspects compared to adult 
suspects where date of birth is known.  Incident 
classifications are based on the federal UCR 
classification of the sequence number 1 offense.  
Unfounded incidents are excluded.

18

Part II Juvenile Suspects
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Burglary 31% 68%
Larceny-theft 19% 80%
Motor Vehicle Theft 19% 80%
Arson 41% 58%
Part I Property Total 21% 78%

Other Assaults 15% 85%
Drug Offenses 7% 92%
Prostitution 6% 93%
Other Part II 14% 86%
Part II Total 14% 86%

Total 15% 85%



So what can I do?
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How can I help protect myself and 
my family?

RESPONSE HOW IT WORKS WORKS BEST IF… CONSIDERATIONS

Installing Burglar 
Alarms

Increases burglar's 
risk of detection; 
deters burglars 
if alarms are 
overt; increases 
arrests if alarms 
are silent and 
covert

…triggered alarms are 
promptly 
investigated.

Expensive; high 
percentage of 
false alarms; 
burglars may 
disable alarms 
or work quickly

Installing CCTV Deters many burglars; …cameras are well Expensive but costs 
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Installing CCTV Deters many burglars; 
increases 
burglars' risk of 
detection and 
arrest

…cameras are well 
positioned and 
not easily 
disabled.

Expensive but costs 
are dropping; 
can be motion 
activated; 
provides 
investigative 
evidence; 
complements 
burglar alarms

Increasing    
Occupancy 
Indicators

Gives burglars the 
impression that 
resident are 
home

…burglars are 
deterred by 
occupancy.

Some burglars use 
tactics to 
confirm 
occupancy

Improving Visibility Increases burglar's 
risk of detection

…there is someone 
around to spot 
the burglar.

Inexpensive; does not 
work if  no one 
is around or if 
witnesses fail to 
act

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, “Burglary of Si ngle-Family Houses.” (2004)



Lower Cost Solutions
• In addition to the previous strategies:

-One can purchase a dual function door security bar

-Purchase a relatively inexpensive audible motion alarm

-Foster greater interactions with your neighbors and encourage them to report 
suspicious behavior
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suspicious behavior

-Remain aware of crime statistics in your area, which are now available through the 
ACCPD’s webpage:

http://www.accpd.org/ or directly via http://www.crimereports.com

Select  the link, “Crime Statistics,” which will route you to   
“CrimeReports.com,” where you can view crime trends in your 
community. 



Some Quick Tips 
• Foster security awareness in your neighborhood.
• Keep your property well maintained (it may indicate to a potential 

burglar you pay close attention to your home). 
• Watch what you leave in your yard as they may provide tools for 

entry (ladders, pliers, etc.).
• Keep doors and windows locked. Secure sliding doors with vertical 

bolts and/or place a rod on the inside track of the door.
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bolts and/or place a rod on the inside track of the door.
• Lock doors within garages as well as garages (don’t rely on the 

electric garage door opener as your only security measure).
• Use deadbolt locks on your doors.
• Don’t flaunt your possessions (don’t leave boxes for high end 

purchases on the street curb).
• Don’t leave notes on your door detailing your schedule.

– Source: Pennsylvania State Police


